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TRIBUTE TO CONNIE ANN 

VEILLETTE 

HON. RALPH REGULA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Connie Veillette for her 20 years of 
dedicated public service in my Washington, 
D.C. office and to the people of Ohio’s 16th 
Congressional district. 

Connie began her career in my office just 
after completion of her college degree from 
Ohio University in 1982. Over the next 20 
years, she became a vital member of my of-
fice staff, handling policy issues as diverse as 
foreign affairs and transportation. Connie also 
served as a key staff person handling Appro-
priations Subcommittee work in my office. 
Over the past 10 years, Connie has served as 
my Chief of Staff. In this role she managed 
the Washington office and oversaw the District 
offices, she acted as my principal policy advi-
sor and continued to advise me on foreign pol-
icy matters, she served as my press secretary 
and coordinated all Ohio Delegation matters. 
During her tenure in my office I have valued 
her excellent management skills and relied on 
her good judgment with regard to policy and 
political matters. 

During her tenure in my office, Connie also 
served as the Congressional manager of the 
Congress-Bundestag exchange, a 20 year 
program that promotes greater understanding 
of the U.S. legislative process and the Ger-
man parliamentary system. This vital ex-
change program has allowed hundreds of 
Congressional staffers to visit Germany and 
hundreds of German Parliamentary staff to 
visit the U.S. The program has allowed partici-
pants to gain insights into our different political 
systems and to develop personal and profes-
sional relationships that benefit both nations. 

Throughout her service in my office, Connie 
pursued her higher education goals, com-
pleting both a Master’s Degree and most re-
cently completing course work toward her 
Ph.D. in Political Science from the George 
Washington University. We were very proud 
when she completed her doctoral exams with 
distinction. These experiences have enabled 
Connie to develop an expertise in Latin Amer-
ican affairs which she will use in her new posi-
tion as Analyst for Latin America with the Con-
gressional Research Service. 

We are glad that she has not traveled far 
and that we will still be able to call on her ex-
cellent research and analytical skills as will all 
Members and staff in Congress. We wish her 
much success in her new endeavors.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. RALPH 
NURNBERGER, RECIPIENT OF 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY’S EX-
CELLENCE IN TEACHING FAC-
ULTY AWARD 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask 
that my colleagues here in the U.S. House of 

Representatives join me in congratulating a 
highly respected and accomplished professor, 
Dr. Ralph Nurnberger, on being selected as 
the recipient of the Excellence in Teaching 
Faculty Award at Georgetown University. Dr. 
Nurnberger received this outstanding honor at 
the University’s 2003 commencement cere-
monies. 

For over 2 decades, Dr. Nurnberger has 
taught courses in the Liberal Studies Degree 
Program focusing on an array of issues includ-
ing American foreign policy, congressional re-
lations, and international affairs. Most recently, 
he has been teaching a course on the after-
math of September 11, considering the do-
mestic and international ramifications for the 
United States. His teaching has been marked 
with extensive experience in domestic and 
international affairs. Dr. Nurnberger has held 
positions with former Senator James Pearson, 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies 
and the U.S. Department of Commerce. He 
currently holds the position of Counsel with 
the law firm Preston Gates Ellis and Rouvelas 
Meeds. 

Following the signing of the Oslo Accords, 
Dr. Nurnberger was appointed to the position 
of Executive Director of the organization 
‘‘Builders for Peace’’ to assist the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. Also an accomplished writer, 
his articles have appeared in The Washington 
Post, The Washington Times, Christian 
Science Monitor, Baltimore Sun and numerous 
journals. 

Dr. Nurnberger is popular with students be-
cause of his reputation as an insightful educa-
tor who promotes lively and thought-provoking 
discussions encouraging the expression of all 
points of view. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we here in the U.S. 
House of Representatives join Georgetown 
University in commending Dr. Ralph 
Nurnberger for his excellence in teaching and 
congratulate him on receiving such a pres-
tigious award.
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TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE PARKER 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the career of my friend and 
eastern Kentucky native Charlie Parker, presi-
dent and CEO of Buckhorn Children’s Founda-
tion. Charlie is retiring after 21 years of serv-
ice to the children and families of Kentucky. It 
is only fitting to take this opportunity to recog-
nize all that he has accomplished. 

Buckhorn Children’s Foundation’s mission is 
to alleviate the suffering of children and fami-
lies and bring hope to otherwise hopeless 
lives in Appalachia. Through a variety of pro-
grams, Buckhorn has helped thousands learn 
about themselves, feel pride in who they are, 
and become successes in life. Although they 
actively seek out the most troubled of our 
youth, Buckhorn can boast of an over 70 per-
cent success rate, which is far above the na-
tional average. 

Coming on board in 1982, Charlie took over 
Buckhorn’s one residential campus with a 
budget of $650,000. Under his vision and 
leadership, that one residential campus has 
grown to three with a budget of $18 million. Its 
reach has extended beyond the hills of East-
ern Kentucky into more urban areas. Without 
question, this would never have been accom-
plished were it not for the tireless efforts of 
Charlie. 

While we have taken much time recently to 
recognize our heroes that have defended our 
freedom abroad, we must also recognize our 
heroes at home. I know that the many young 
people that Charlie has positively affected 
consider him a hero, as do I. Thank you, 
Charlie, for giving young people one of the 
greatest gifts of all—a future.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to submit this statement for the 
RECORD and regret that I could not be present 
today, Thursday, June 5, 2003, to vote on Roll 
Call Vote Numbers 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 
and 248 due to a family medical emergency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
NO on Roll Call Vote Number 243 on Order-

ing the Previous Question on H. Res. 256, 
Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
1474) to facilitate check truncation by author-
izing substitute checks, to foster innovation in 
the check collection system without mandating 
receipt of checks in electronic form, and to im-
prove the overall efficiency of the Nation’s 
payments system, and for other purposes; 

NO on Roll Call Vote Number 244 on Order-
ing the Previous Question on H. Res. 258, 
providing for consideration of the bill (S. 222) 
to approve the settlement of the water rights 
claims of the Zuni Indian Tribe in Apache 
County, Arizona, and for other purposes, and 
for consideration of the bill (S. 273) to provide 
for the expeditious completion of the acquisi-
tion of land owned by the State of Wyoming 
within the boundaries of Grand Teton National 
Park, and for other purposes; 

NO on Roll Call Vote Number 245 on H. 
Res. 258, providing for consideration of the bill 
(S. 222) to approve the settlement of the 
water rights claims of the Zuni Indian Tribe in 
Apache County, Arizona, and for other pur-
poses, and for consideration of the bill (S. 
273) to provide for the expeditious completion 
of the acquisition of land owned by the State 
of Wyoming within the boundaries of Grand 
Teton National Park, and for other purposes; 

AYE on Roll Call Vote Number 246 on H. R. 
1474, Check Clearing for the 21st Century 
Act; 

AYE on Roll Call Vote Number 247 on S. 
222, Zuni Indian Tribe Water Rights Settle-
ment Act of 2003; and 

AYE on Roll Call Vote Number 248 on S. 
273—Grand Teton National Park Land Ex-
change Act.
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TRIBUTE TO IMMANUEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the designation of Immanuel United 
Methodist Church in Roseville, Michigan as a 
Michigan Historical Site. The site will be dedi-
cated on Sunday, June 8, 2003, when the 
Michigan Historical Marker is officially unveiled 
at the church. 

The criteria for becoming a Michigan Histor-
ical Site are strict. A site must possess integ-
rity of location, design, materials, and work-
manship. Additionally, a property’s historical 
significance must reflect the distinctive charac-
teristics of a type, period, or method of con-
struction. 

The Immanuel United Methodist congrega-
tion has continuously ministered to this com-
munity for over 153 years. The congregation 
was established in November 1849 and 
moved to its present location in 1933. This 
Neo-Gothic sandstone church was designed 
by Merritt and Cole of Detroit and was dedi-
cated on November 5, 1933. 

Many changes and improvement have been 
made to the church over the years. A thirteen 
room educational unit was added in 1956, and 
the existing rooms were refurbished to create 
a beautiful new church parlor. The church was 
also renovated in 1997 to include facilities for 
the physically handicapped. The new structure 
addition was named Peace Memorial Lobby in 
honor of the merger of Peace United Meth-
odist Church with Immanuel in 1996. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the leadership and the entire 
congregation at Immanuel United Methodist 
Church, as they celebrate this important des-
ignation as a Michigan Historical Site.

f 

CONDEMNING THE ATTACKS 
AGAINST AUNG SAN SUU 

HON. SHERROD BROWN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I con-
demn the attacks by Burma’s brutal military re-
gime against 1991 Nobel Peace Prize recipi-
ent Aung San Suu Kyi (Chee) and her party, 
the National League for Democracy. 

The NLD and its members are the rightfully 
elected leaders of Burma. For 13 years the 
military rulers of Burma have suppressed their 
people and ignored the results of the 1990 
elections. 

Burma’s military regime must not be per-
mitted to attack, murder, imprison, and torture 
its people with impunity. 

Now is the time for the United States to in-
crease pressure against this regime. Now is 
the time for Congress and the administration 
to ban imports from Burma and freeze their 
assets. 

I am disappointed in the silence of the Asia 
Bureau at the U.S. State Department over the 
past month. 

While human rights groups have sought to 
bring to their attention the need to increase 

pressure on this regime, the Bureau has done 
nothing. 

Now Miss Kyi (Chee) is once again being il-
legally detained against her will, ‘‘for her own 
protection,’’ as the military has termed it. The 
Asia Bureau sticks to its indefensible position 
of doing nothing. 

Now is the time for Congress to act.
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RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN AND 
SUPPORTED OPERATION ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM IN AFGHANISTAN 
AND OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 
IN IRAQ 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, with 
the passage of H. Con. Res. 177, the House 
paid tribute to the unwavering dedication of 
the men and women who serve America as 
members of the armed forces. In addition to 
the professional soldiers, sailors and Marines 
who are risking their lives throughout the 
world, thousands of reservists have interrupted 
their lives to answer their nation’s call. In my 
district alone, nearly 650 members of the 1st 
Battalion 293rd Infantry Division of the Indiana 
National Guard are currently serving in Iraq. 

Whether active or reserve, at home or 
abroad, members of America’s Armed Forces 
accept their difficult mission and carry out their 
duty with unparalleled skill, courage and dedi-
cation. We owe them our gratitude. 

In the aftermath of September 11, 2001, 
American forces displayed their incomparable 
skills and adaptability across the rugged ter-
rain of Afghanistan, where they confronted 
and defeated forces that had threatened the 
security of the free world. More recently, when 
called to free the Iraqi people from the rule of 
an evil despot, the United States Armed 
Forces performed among the most daring, 
well-executed military missions in the history 
of warfare. In both instances, when detractors 
claimed that the United States would become 
mired in untenable situations, our military de-
vised strategies to obtain the stated objectives 
with minimal casualties or collateral damage 
and then proceeded to unleash the focused 
force of America’s soldiers to carry out deci-
sively the task of victory. 

Tragically, as the war on terrorism carries 
American forces throughout the world to con-
tinue the battle for liberty, many of our young 
men and women will not return. Among them, 
Lance Corporal David K. Fribley of the United 
States Marine Corps, originally from Atwood, 
Indiana, in my district, was killed in the open-
ing days of Operation Iraqi Freedom in an am-
bush near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. At that time, I 
rose in the House to pay tribute to this coura-
geous young man, and I would like to express 
once again the nation’s eternal thanks to 
those like Lance Corporal Fribley who make 
the greatest of sacrifices for our nation and 
our freedom.

FULLY FUND THE NO CHILD LEFT 
BEHIND ACT 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to right a terrible wrong 
that has been perpetrated on our schools and 
our children in this country. 

Last Congress, we passed and the Presi-
dent signed into law, the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB). I voted for that bill because the 
Administration promised historic new invest-
ments to facilitate education reforms and dra-
matically improve educational performance in 
this country. 

Unfortunately, that promise has been bro-
ken. The Administration has refused to fund its 
own program and is cutting billions from 
NCLB. In this year’s budget request alone, the 
Administration is proposing to shortchange 
NCLB by $9.7 billion. Over the first three 
years of the new law, the Administration cuts 
$20 billion from the funds that are needed to 
make NCLB work. 

Without the promised federal funds, states 
and mostly localities will be forced to bear the 
brunt of these tough new requirements. In 
North Carolina and across the country, the 
state budget and those in our counties, towns 
and cities are in fiscal crisis. The administra-
tion’s education cuts to NCLB will cruelly pun-
ish our children by withholding funds needed 
to achieve these tough new requirements. And 
without the promised funding NCLB will be-
come a massive unfunded mandate on our 
local governments that could lead to higher 
property taxes, cuts in vital services like po-
lice, fire and rescue and roads. Or both. 

Mr. Speaker, a promise is a promise and a 
deal is a deal. Because the Administration has 
demonstrated its unwillingness to live up to its 
side of the bargain and provide necessary 
funding, Congress should rescind its authority 
to implement the reforms until those funds are 
forthcoming. 

Today, I am introducing legislation that I 
have been working on for several months to 
accomplish just that. My bill, the Fully Fund 
the Leave No Child Behind Act requires the 
federal government to fully fund NCLB or the 
requirements in the statute are suspended for 
the year in which full funds are not provided. 
My bill specifies Title I and Title II of NCLB, 
which deal with school assessments and 
teacher training requirements respectively. My 
bill does not apply to sections of NCLB on 
Limited English Proficient Education, 21st 
Century Schools, public school choice, Impact 
Aid and other important provisions. 

Let me state that I continue to support the 
goals of NCLB. As the former Superintendent 
of North Carolina’s public schools, I have led 
the fight for standards based education reform 
in the state that is widely recognized as the 
national leader in that effort. I want to make 
sure NCLB works so that every school in this 
country is a quality learning environment for 
our children. This legislation is an effort to 
hold the Administration’s feet to the fire to 
make sure that its record matches its rhetoric. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress must ensure that the 
federal government honor its commitments to 
our nation’s children. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in support of this vital legislation.
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